Some assistance may be had from the character of the otorrhoea, for a discharge which is septic is far more likely to lead to intracranial complications.
Very severe symptoms may be present in otorrhoea with mastoid disease alone. Thus Byrom Bramwell1 gives severe headache, pains radiating over the side of the skull or within the head, vomiting, giddiness, ataxia, nystagmus, and even epileptiform convulsions and optic neuritis, as occurring thus. Such symptoms, with exception of giddiness, ataxia and nystagmus, would, however, point rather to intra-cranial abscess than to ear disease as the cause. The difficulty of distinction is increased because (1) the patient is too ill as a rule to carry out the rather elaborate tests which are used to distinguish the vertigo and nystagmus originating in internal ear disease from those of cerebellar origin, although persistent nystagmus on the whole indicates disease of the cerebellum, and (2) because optic neuritis may be present in chronic otorrhoea. Ballance 2 states that the optic neuritis in such cases is of slight intensity, may be present for months without increasing, and subsides on free removal of temporal bone disease. Its persistence, therefore, after a complete operation of this kind would suggest an intra-cranial origin for it. These cases of optic neuritis in ear disease without signs of intra-cranial complication are very important, and 1 hope that subsequent speakers in this discussion may be able to throw some light on their frequency and severity. Their chief importance lies in the fact that if unrelieved optic atrophy and blindness may result. There are further those cases of optic neuritis with mastoid disease and indefinite signs of some intracranial complication which lead to so much difficulty. In a recent case of Dr. Firth's (a girl of about eleven years), operated on for mastoid disease, there was optic neuritis, most intense on the ipsolateral side, the head was kept bent towards the same shoulder, and the face turned to the opposite side, together with 1 Allbutt and Rolleston's System of Medicine, vol. viii., 1910, p. 25?' "Abscess of the Brain." 2 Allbutt and Rolleston's System of Medicine, vol. iv 
